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THANH PHO PA LAT

Da Lat 1a tha phu cua tinh LAm Ddng tai Viét Nam.
Thanh phd Pa Lat cao hon mit bién 1.500m (4.900 ft)
nam trén Cao nguyén L&m Vién thuoc mién Bic Cao
nguyén Trung phan. Pa Lat 1a diém du lich noi tiéng tai
Viét Nam.

Khach du lich gei Pa Lat bang nhiéu tén.

Canh quan dac trung cua ba Lat la rung thong nén duoc
goi 12 “Thanh Phg Ngan Thong” véi duong x& uén luon
va hoa da quy no ré6 vao Mua Bong. Khi hau ba Lat
nguoc véi nhitng viing nhiét déi khac. Hau nhu suét nam
cd suwong mu bao pha thung ling nén duoc goi la
“Thanh phé Xuan Vinh Ciru”.

Da Lat con duoc biét dén 1a noi nghién cau khoa hoc vé
I&nh vuc sinh hoc va nguyén ti.



DA LAT CITY

Da Lat is the most important and the largest city in the
Lam Dong Province in Vietnam. The city is located
1,500m above sea level on the Langbiang Plateau in the
southern part of the Central Highlands region. It is also
a very popular tourist destination in Vietnam.

Other names given to Da Lat

Da Lat unique scenery stretches hundreds of kilometer
of pine woods, forming the name: “City of myriad pine”
with winding roads and an abundance of marigold,
sunflowers and daisies blossoming in the winter. Da
Lat’s climate is always cooler than the rest of southern
Vietnam, particularly between November and January
and mist covers the valleys almost year-round leading
to another nickname "City of Eternal Spring." Da Lat is
also known as an area for scientific research in the
fields of biotechnology and nuclear physics.



Da Lat l1a vion rau & hoa cua Viét Nam

Nho khi hau lanh quanh nam, Da Lat cung cap san pham
ndng nghiép chirng muc cho ca nudc, nhu cai bap, cai
hoa. Cong nghiép hoa san xuat hai loai tiéu biéu: hoa
cam t cau va hoa bat tir. Céng nghiép mirt keo cung cap
nhiéu loai mit san xuét tir dau tay, dau tam, khoai lang
va hong.

Cam nhdn cia du khach vé mién dat nay

Pa Lat khéac han bat ct noi nao ban dén tham quan. Xin
15i, néu ban d4 dat chan dén day nai Alpes nudc Phap
vao Mua Xuan, thi chic chin ban hiéu duoc ngudi Phép
dd ho Viét Nam trude kia da thich tha nhu thé ndo khi ra
khoi biét thu dé di huong khi hau mat mé hon.

Thanh phé Pa Lat tuy nho bé nhung du quyen rii, canh tri
bao quanh la ho thac va ring vuon xanh tuoi.



Vietham’s source of groceries, produce, and
flowers

With its year-round cool weather, Da Lat supplies an
abundant variety of produce, fruits, and vegetables
such as lettuce, cabbage, cauliflower, peaches, plum,
and avocado. Its flower industry produces two typical
flowers: hydrangea and golden everlasting, or
immortelle. The sweet confectionery industry offers a
wide range of mut, a kind of fruit preserve or jam, made
from strawberry, mulberry, plum, sweet potato, and
persimmon.

Impressions by tourists

Da Lat is quite different from anywhere else in Vietham.
The weather here is comparable to the weather of the
French Alps in springtime. This was certainly how the
former colonists treated it by escaping from their
chalets to enjoy the beautiful nature and the cooler
climate in Da Lat.



Phong phu thién nhién

San pham dia phwong gém c6 lua, rau va hoa (nhét 1a hoa
td cau), duoc ban khip mién nam Viét Nam. Tuy nhién,
gop phan 16n nhét cho kinh té 1a du lich: mdi nam c6 trén
800.000 du khéch trong nudc va 80.000 du khach nuéc
ngoai dén Pa Lat.

Du khach dén Da Lat tiy theo mua

Nhiét d6 tai Thanh Phé Xuan Vinh Cuu giao dong gitra
15°C va 24°C. Thuc té Pa Lat c6 2 mua: mia nang (tur
thang 12 dén thang 3) va mua mua (tir thang 4 dén thang
11). Du nhiét do ém diu, khoang cubi mia nang canh tri
xanh tuoi chuyén sang mau nau. Ngay vao mia mua, budi
sang thuong niang, nén du khach c6 thé di tham quan
trudce khi troi mua.




Rich with natural beauties and resources

Da Lat is small enough to remain charming, and the
surrounding countryside is blessed with Ilakes,
waterfalls, gardens, and evergreen forests. Silk, fruits,
vegetables, and flowers are the best selling local
products in South Vietham. However, Da Lat's best
contribution to the national economy is tourism- Da Lat
attracts more than 800,000 domestic tourists and
about 80,000 foreign tourists per year.

Best times for tourists

The average temperature in Da Lat, the City of
Everlasting Spring is between 15°C and 24°C. In fact,
Da Lat has only two seasons per year: the sunny season
from December to March and the rainy season between
April and November. The green scenery all around Da
Lat turns to light brown at the end of the sunny season,
and the temperature becomes mild. Even in the rainy
season, the mornings are usually cool and dry for
tourist activities, although it often rains in the late
afternoon.
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GIAO PHAN PA LAT
1. LUQC SU

Phan dit thuoc Gido phan Da Lat ngay nay nam trén cao
nguyén LAm Vién, & vé phia nam ving Tay Nguyén. Xua
kia, ving dat nay von 1a dia ban cu tra cia nhimg cu dan
ban dia nguoi Koho, nguoi Ma va nguoi Churu. Nhung sau
nhiéu dot di dan, hién nay c6 43 dan toc anh em chung song
trén dja ban gido phan. Nguoi Kinh chiém da sd, trén 80%
dan sé (nam 2016 c6 khoang 1.300.000).

Dija danh Da Lat phéat xuat tir hai chit “Da” va “Lat”, c6
nghia I phan dat noi ngudi dan sic toc “Lat” sinh song ven
bd nude (tiéng dan toc goi 1a Pa). Pa Lat duogc biét dén va
bat dau phat trién thanh khu nghi mat va dudng strc, do diéu
kién khi hau mat mé & do cao trén 1500 mét, ké tir khi bac
si Yersin dan doan tham hiém dit chan Ién ving dat Lang-
Biang vao giira nam 1893. Trong doan tham hiém c6 cha
Robert, thuoc Hoi thira sai Paris.

0.5 e L ) gy
NUi Lang biang
Nam 1907, ving dat gido phan Pa Lat ngay nay thudc giao
phan Tay Pang Trong (tir 1924: Sai Gon). Dan sé nim
2019: 1,500,000.
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THE CATHOLIC DIOCESE
A brief history

The district of Da Lat Catholic Diocese on Langbiang
Plateau (also called Lam Vien) and the southern part of
Western Highland were previously lands of many
Indigenous tribes known as the Koho, the Ma and the
Churu. After many waves of immigration, now there are
only 43 minority ethnicities left. The majority of people
living within Da Lat Diocese boundaries are
Viethamese, which account for 80% of the total
population of around 1,300,000 (2016).

The name Da Lat, which means the land near the water,
comes from the word "ba” meaning water and “Lat”
meaning tribe life. Historically, Da Lat was known to be
a resort with a pleasant climate situated on the high
Langbiang Plateau and was discovered by the French
bacteriologist Dr. Yersin, who came to the area with his
expedition team in 1893. Among them was a Catholic
priest named Robert from the Mission Etrangéres de
Paris (MEP- Foreign Mission from Paris). In 1907, the
areas that comprise the current Catholic Da Lat Diocese
were a part of the then Western Cochinchina Diocese,
and later became part of the Saigon Diocese from 1924.
Population of 2019 is about 1,500,000.
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bacteriologist

Sau do, vao nam 1917, cha Nicolas Couvreur, quan ly Hoi
thira sai Paris tai Vién Déng, di dén Pa Lat tim noi nghi
dudng cho céac thtra sai. Cha da cho xay mdt nha nghi
dudng, nay 1a mot phan Nha x@ Chinh toa Pa Lat. Ttr nim
1917 dén 1920, cac linh muyc thira sai dén Pa Lat nghi
dudng da dang 18 va ban bi tich cho sb gido dan it 6i nguoi
Phép va ngudi Viét gilp viéc ho bit dau dén dinh cu.

Vao thoi gian nay, Buc cha Lucien Mossard, Giam quan
Tong Toa tai Sai Gon, da dat chan 1én Pa Lat va cd I€ chinh
ngai 14 nguoi da khai sang con duong truyén giao o phan
dat Pa Lat ngay nay, mé dudng cho biét bao thé hé thira
sai dén rao giang Tin Mumng tai viing cao nguyén nay.

Nam 1920, giao xir Pa Lat dugc thanh lap va cha Frédéric
Sidot dugc cir 1am cha xa d4u tién; dén ndm 1927, thanh
lap thém gido x Di Linh do cha Jean Cassaigne coi soc véi
nhiém vu dic biét 1a truyén gido cho ngudi ban dia. Nam
1929, Cha Jean Cassaigne thiét 1ap trai phong Di Linh; nim
1941 duoc bd nhiém 1am giam muc Sai Gon; nim 1955 xin
tir chae gidm muc khi phat hién bi phong va tré vé phuc vu
trai phong dén khi qua doi nam 1973.

Duc cha Jean Cassaigne (1895-1973)
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In 1917, Reverend Nicolas Couvreur, manager for the
MEP in the Far East, arrived in Da Lat looking for a
retreat location for the French missionaries. He built a
resort and part of it is now the rectory of Da Lat
Diocese.

The French missionaries, who came to that resort
between 1917 and 1920, offered masses and
sacraments to the French in the area as well as to the
Viethamese servants and civilians. Also during this
period, Bishop Lucien Mossard, then Vicar Apostolic in
Saigon, came to Da Lat and promoted the
evangelization among the Montagnard tribes, thus
starting the spiritual services that many missionaries
would embrace later on.

Da Lat Catholic Parish was established in 1920 with
Father Frederic Sidot as the first rector.

Another parish, Di Linh, was subsequently created in
1927 with Father Jean Cassaigne as rector. Father
Cassaigne’s special mission was to preach the Gospel
to the local tribal peoples. He established a leprosy
center in Di Linh in 1929. In 1941, he was appointed
the bishop of Saigon but later resigned in 1955 to come
back to the leprosy center in Di Linh. Father Cassaigne
later contracted the disease himself and died of it in
1973.

s 1 '
Father Jean Cassaigne among montagnards
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Ngoai nhitng sic toc it ngudi, nhiéu dot di dan tir cac noi
dén Pa Lat dé lap nghiép, khién sb gido dan ting nhanh.
Song song véi viéc hinh thanh c&c xt dao nguoi Kinh, viéc
truyén gido cho céc dan toc thiéu s duoc céac vi chu chin
quan tam; nhiéu trung tam va dia diém truyén giao da duoc
thiét lap.

Ngay 27-11-1960, Toa Thanh thanh lap giao phan Pa Lat.
Gi&o phan méi duoc trao cho Buc cha Simon Hoa Nguyén
Vin Hién, nguyén Giam quan Tong tda Sai Gon (1955-
1960), vé6i 81 linh muc triéu va dong coi s6¢c 77.324 gido
dan trén tong s6 dan 254.669 ngudi. Vao thoi diém nay cé
1.547 gi4o dan trén tong s6 gan 100.000 ngudi dan toc thiéu
sb. Pa Lat dugc chon lam noi dat Toa Gidm muc va nha
tho gido xar Pa Lat tré thanh nha tho Chanh toa.

Chung vién Minh Hoa
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Many people came to the area to make a living,
increasing the Catholic population in a short period of
time. Along with the formation of Catholic parishes for
the Vietnamese, the evangelization efforts for the
Montagnards got attention from the authorities of the
Diocese and several mission centers and sites were
established

Bishbp Simon Hoa Dalat Cathedral
Nguyen Van Hien

Da Lat Diocese was officially formed on Nov. 11, 1960,
by the Holy See. The first bishop was Simon-
Hoa Nguyen Van Hien, then Vicar Apostolic of Saigon
(1955-1960). The new diocese had 77,324 Catholics
(amongst the population of 254,669) and was served
by 81 priests. The total number of Montagnards at that
time numbered around 100,000, of which only 1,547
were Catholics. Da lat City was chosen to be the
Episcopal See, The church of Da Lat Parish became The
Cathedral of Da Lat.
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http://www.catholic-hierarchy.org/bishop/bngvh.html

Tir nam 1955-1973, Da Lat phét trién manh vé dao tao:
Vién Pai hoc Cong gido, Gido hoang Hoc vién Thanh Pid
X, Pai Chung vién va Tiéu Chung vién Giao phan, nhiéu
dong tu nam nix dén ma co so, nhiéu trung tam truyén giéo
cho nguoi sac toc duoc dua vao sinh hoat.

buc cha Simon Hoa Hién qua doi ngay 5-9-1973 va sau
hon mét nam tréng toa, Pic cha Bartdldoméd Nguyén Son
Lam ké vi. Ngay 19-3-1975, ngai chinh thizc nhan chic va
cai quan giao phan cho dén nam 1994, khi dugc Toa Théanh
bo nhiém 1am gidm muc chinh toa gi4o phan Thanh Hoa
(mién Bac Viét Nam).

Plrc cha Barth616méé Nguyén Son Ldm
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During the period from 1955 to 1973, Da Lat Diocese
flourished with new facilities and establishments: The
Catholic University, St. Pius X Pontifical Institute,
Seminaries (major and minor), convents, and missions
for tribal people conversion.

Pontifical Institute of St. Pius X

Bishop Simon Hoa Nguyen Van Hien passed away on
September 5th, 1973 and after more than a year of
episcopal vacancy, Bishop Bartholomew Nguyen Son
Lam succeeded Bishop Simon Hoa Nguyen Van Hien.
He took possession of the diocese on March 19th, 1975,
and served the diocese until 1994 when he was
appointed Bishop of Thanh Hoa Diocese.
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http://www.catholic-hierarchy.org/bishop/bngvh.html
http://www.catholic-hierarchy.org/bishop/bngvh.html

Cha Phérd Nguyén Vin Nhon duoc b nhiém lam giam
muc phé Pa Lat ngay 19-10-1991, thu phong giam muc
ngay 3-12-1991. btrc cha Phérd la giam muc chinh toa Ba
Lat tir ngay 24-6-1994 cho dén ngay 22-4-2010 khi duoc
Ptrc Thanh Cha Bénédicté XVI b6 nhiém 1am Téng giam
muc phd Téng gido phan Ha Néi. Théng ké 2010: 327.769
gido dan (Kinh 221.538, Dan toc 106.231) trong tong sé
dan trong tinh 1 1.223.105 ngudi); 107 linh muc triéu, 80
linh muc dong, 896 Tu si nam ni; 76 gido xu, 18 giao s¢
va 20 gido diém.

Plrc cha Phéré Nguyén V&n Nhon

Sau mdt nam tréng toa, ngay 01-03-2011, Pic cha Anton
Vi Huy Chuong, nguyén giam muc gido phan Hung Hoa,
duoc bd nhiém 1am giam muc gido phan Pa Lat ngay
01/03/2011, ké vi Birc Cha Phérd. Ngai di vé nhan Giao
phan ngay 17/03/2011. Cha Pai dién Tu Phap Paminh
Nguyén Vin Manh dugc bd nhiém lam Gidm muc Phé
ngay 08/04/2017.

Théng ké nam 2018: 390,854 gido dan (Kinh 242,812, Dan

toc 148,042), 174 linh muc triéu, 143 linh muc dong, 1382

tu s nam nir, 7 giao hat, 105 gido xir, 28 gido so va 29 giao

diém. Thong ké nam 2019: ¢6 111 gido xtr vVa 24 gi&o s6.
19



Vicar general Peter Nguyen Van Nhon was appointed
Coadjutor Bishop of Da lat Diocese on October 19th,
1991. He became diocesan Bishop of Da lat Diocese
from June 24th, 1994 to April 22nd, 2010 when he was
appointed Coadjutor Archbishop of Hanoi Archdiocese.

2010 Statistics:

- 327,769 Catholics out of the population of
1,223,105 people: Vietnamese 221,538 other
ethnic 106,231.

- 107 diocesan priests

- 80 religious priests

- 896 clergymen and women

- 7 vicariate deaneries

- 76 parishes

- 18 quasi-parishes

- 20 missionary sites.

In 2011 after a year of episcopal vacancy, Bishop
Anthony Vu Huy Chuong, ex-diocesan Bishop of Hung
Hoa Diocese, was appointed to succeed Bishop Peter on
March 01, 2011. Judicial Vicar Dominic Nguyen Van
Manh was appointed Coadjutor Bishop on April 8, 2017.

2018 Statistics:
- 390,854 Catholics (among them 242,812
Vietnamese, 148,042 Montagnards)
- 174 diocese priests
- 143 religious priests
- 1,382 clergymen and women
- 7 vicariate deaneries
- 105 parishes
- 28 sub-parishes
29 missionary sites
2019 Statistics:
- 111 parishes and 24 sub-parishes
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Bishop Anthony Coadjutor Bishop Dominic
Vu Huy Chuong Nguyen Van Manh

2. VAI CO SO TAI GIAO PHAN PA LAT
A. Mot s6 nha the va co sé dic biét

- Nha tho Chinh toa : Puogc xdy duyng tir nam 1931,
khanh thanh nam 1942 véi tudc hiéu thanh Nicolas Bari,
sau dugc doi 13 tudc hiéu Bac Maria Me Thién Chua.
Diém dic sic cua nha thd 1a 70 tim kinh mau, phac hoa
cac hoat canh Tin Mung va chan dung céc thanh.

- Nha thor Mai Anh (Domaine de Marie) nam trén mot
qua ddi ¢ phia bac thanh phd Da Lat. Pay la nha nguyén
cua tu hoi Nt Tir Bac Ai Thanh Vinh Son, dugc xay cat
tir nhitng nam 1940, vai 16i kién tric chau Au, hai hoa voi
toan bo co so cua tu vién.




A. Churches ...

- The Cathedral of Da Lat was built in 1931 and
dedicated in 1942, first with the title “St. Nicholas de
Bari Cathedral” which changed into “St. Mary, Mother
of God Cathedral”. The most significant works inside
are 70 window vitrines depicting Gospel themes and
images of Saints.

.

-Mai Anh Church, also known as Domaine de Marie

Convent, is located on a hill north of the city. It's the

chapel of the Daughters of St. Vincent de Paul’s

Convent, built in the 1940s using European architecture

in harmony with the other convent’s facilities.
v -

Convent of Daughters of Charity of St Vincent de Paul
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- Nha tho Du Sinh (Giuse), nam trén mot ngon doi phia
Tay Nam thanh phé, duoc xay dung tir nim 1956 theo kién
trac A Pong; nim 1968 nha thd hu hong nhiéu vi chién
tranh, nhung nam 2007 da duogc trung tu.
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- Nha tho' Cam Ly duoc xay cat tir nam 1960 vai 161 kién
trdc va trang tri phu hop véi van hoa nguoi dan toc ¢ cao
nguyén Lang Biang.

- Nha tho Bao Lgc duoc xa@y dung tir nam 1994, khanh
thanh nim 1999, theo d6 an thiét ké cua kién truc su Ngb
Viét Thu. Tuy mang dang dap kién trac Tdy Phuong,
nhung nha tho lai ¢ nhirtng nét dan toc doc dao: phia ngoai
hinh vudng tugng trung cho dét; phia trong hinh tron tuong
trung cho trdi; nha tho dugc chéng d& bai 12 cay cot biéu
hiéu cho 12 tong d6. Nha tho ¢6 sirc chira 3-4 ngan nguoi.
23



-St. Joseph Church, known to the Viethamese as Du
Sinh Church, was built on a hill southwest of the city in
1956 with Asian architectural structures. It was
severely damaged by the war in 1968 and was
remodeled in 2007.

AT - =

-Cam Ly Church was built in 1960 with the style and
structure of the ethnic minorities known as
Montagnards living in Langbiang plateau.

-Bao Loc Church, built in 1994 and dedicated in 1999,
was based on the drawings by the late, famous
architect Ngo Viet Thu. Although built with European
architecture characteristics, the church has real
Vietnamese traditional distinction: a square cube
outside believed to represent the Earth and round
shape inside representing the Sky. The interior of the
building is propped up by 12 huge columns which
symbolize the 12 Apostles and it can seat three to four
thousand people

24



Church of Bao Loc

Nha tho' Thanh Miu, Bio Lac:

i i J S,

Holy Mother Church, Bao Loc
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... and facilities of interest:

-Bishop offices and Center for Clergical Retreats
& future developments

[
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- Trung Tam Muc Vu Gidao Phan balat

Diocesan Pastoral Center
- Tu Vién Cat Minh

Carmelite Monastery of Dalat
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B. Works of interest

Aiming at evangelizing and fostering the development
of local ethnic culture, there are two projects that draw
our attention: the translation work and the preservation

of the culture.
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The sanctuary decoration accordingly to montagnard
traditional culture

. ) ‘
Gong band is one of parts of big ceremonies
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- Cong trinh dich thugt: do mot s cha phu trach dong
bao dan toc thuc hién :,dich kinh doc, Sach I1& Rdma, va
nghi thire bi tich sang tiéng Koho.

SRl LORYANG |

Sach 18 Rbéma Anh chi em D&n Téc hat thanh ca
tiéng K6hé béng ngén ngi riéng minh

- Cong trinh bdo tén ching tich van hoa: mot tda nha
tai Trung tdm Muc vu Gido phan dd8 dugc dung lam
Phong Truyén thong, trung bay cac dung cu sinh hoat du
loai, suu tam st thi, truyén co dan gian, nhiing sach vo
va hinh anh vé dong bao dan toc. Phong Truyén thong da
hoan thanh : phan lich st phat trién dan toc nam 2011,
phan lich sir truyén giao caa Giao phan nam 2016.

A Phong truyén théng tai Trung tdm Muc vu
29



-Translations accomplished by priests who ministered
the Montagnards: The prayers, the Roman Mass and
Sacraments rituals have been translated to the
language of the Koho Indigenous tribe.

-Preservations of the Indigenous cultural
traditions: A special building located in The Diocese
Pastoral Center has been reserved for “The Traditional
Office”, where books, pictures, tools and utensils of the
Montagnards are collected and exhibited. Books that
have been completed so far: History of the Tribes in
2011, and History of the Diocese Efforts for
Evangelization of the Tribes in 2016.

Tradition Gallery at Pastoral Center
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